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you will know how to 

be a good child like 

the baby  above.

Do you know 

what  Kong Kids are? 

Are you a Kong Kid? 

If you want to find out 

more about Kong 

Kids, do not hesitate. 

Read this magazine 

and find out 

more.  After you have 

read our magazine, 
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it become a Kong Kid something which is very common in Hong 

Kong
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(A) Mature appearance, immature thinking
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Nowadays, children usu-
ally like to dress up like 
adults. But their thinking 

and actions are just like 
those of primary students. 

(B) Love to play but lack of interest 

Nowadays, children like 
to participate in a lot of ex-
tra curricular activities. But 

if you ask them what their 
interests are, most of them 
cannot answer you. 

(C) No response towards most issues 

Nowadays, if you ask stu-
dents their opinions about 
public issues or those issues 

faced in daily life, they usu-
ally answer they have no 
opinion.

(E) Want to be attended but not brave enough to face the public 

Children in Hong Kong 
often speak impolitely in 
public. This is a way to 
draw attention. But if we 

give them a chance to speak 
up in public, they will reject 
it immediately as they are 
not brave enough. 

(D) Good at looking but weak in reading, good at listening but 
weak in understanding 

Students in Hong Kong 
know what is happening in 
the world, but they do not 
read further to know more. 

They listen to opinions but 
they do not think seriously 
to distinguish between right 
and wrong. 

Characteristics of Kong Kids



Page 3Kong Kids

(F) The classic answer to different questions is “I don’t know”. 

This is very clear when 
teachers ask students ques-
tions. When students stand 
up, no matter whether they 

know the answer or not, 
they will answer “I don’t 
know” first. 

(G) Lack of responsibility, self-management, curiosity and goal. 

Nowadays, there are less 
and less children who know 
how to make their bed and 
pack their school bag. This 
is a basic responsibility of 

students, but they refuse to 
do any of them. This shows 
that they lack responsibility 
and self-management skills. 

(H) Not willing to learn, grow up, and not afraid of being bored. But afraid of work. 

Children often refuse to 
do difficult jobs. If the job is 
easy, they prefer to do the 

boring job rather than the 
one which requires work but 
is very interesting. 

(J) Cannot deal with difficulties and pain. 

Children often complain 
they are under great pres-
sure. Moreover, there are 
more and more children who 

chose to end their life when 
they face difficulties. This 
shows that they do not have 
enough ability to face real-

(I) Good at measuring results but not at enjoying the process 

Children usually ask if 
they have finished the job, 
what can they receive in re-

turn. Moreover, they only 
remember the result and not 
the process. 



Why do you want to be a ‘kong kid?’ 
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Parents have a responsibility 
to care for their children. Parents 
should be a role model for chil-
dren when they grow up. Children 
‘copy’ from their parents. If the 
parents spoil their children, chil-
dren will not learn how to take 
care of themselves. In addition, 
some parents employ home care-
givers to look after their children. 

The children do not need to do 
anything because the home care-
givers do everything. Also, par-
ents want their children to live 
more comfortably because they do 
not want their children to experi-
ence the life that they themselves 
lived. So they try to fulfill all the 
needs of their children. 

Conclusion

Parents

To begin with, the change in 
society is a reason why children 
become ‘kong kids’. In a different 
environment, children may grow 
to become various types of peo-
ple. In the past, society was very 
poor. Everyone needed to earn a 
living because there were many 
people in a family. Then, parents 
would have more children than 
nowadays. They thought that the 
more children they had, the hap-
pier they would be. Parents had no 

time to look after their children. 
Their children were looked after 
by their eldest brother or sister. So 
the  children  were  independent. 
They needed to take care of them-
selves. But nowadays, society is 
much  richer  than  before.  The 
modern generation can get what-
ever they want. So they take many 
things for granted so they think 
that they can get everything they 
want.

In  conclusion,  ‘kong  kids’ 
have been ‘made’ by society and 
their parents. However, their ca-

reer will affect their future. So 
parents  should  not  spoil  their 
children. 

Change of society

Recently, the ‘kong kids’ issue has become a 
hot topic. Educationists say that ‘kong kids’ are 
made by their parents. However, parents should 
not be the only ones who are responsible. 



Types of parents
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(A) Idealism: 

Characteristic: These parents think that their children can always do better 
and urge their children to become perfect.

Effect: This makes the children over-concerned about their achieve-
ments and they will not know how to admire their own and oth-
ers’ achievements. The most important thing is that they can-
not accept failure.

(B) Helicopter Parent 

Characteristic: These parents like to provide command to their children and 
always remind them to do the things they need to do.

Effect: This makes it very easy for the children to forget things. As 
time goes on, they will become a person who finds it very diffi-
cult to make decisions. They will also feel under a lot of pres-
sure when they are out of view of their parents.

(C) NEET

Characteristic: These parents fulfill all the requests of their children even if 
the requests are not reasonable.

Effect: This makes children unable to respect others. Also, they will 
think that they are always right. After their parents fulfill their 
requests, they will make more and more requests.

(D) Dotage

Characteristic: Regardless of the family’s financial situation, these parents will 
fulfill the material needs of their children. This is very common 
with regards to only children and eldest sons.

Effect: The children are usually self-centered and do not know how to 
value the things they have including friendship.
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(E) Too Apprehensive

Characteristic: These parents are concerned about every issue related to 
their children including their health, safety, homework and 
social ability. They also think in a negative way to hypothe-
sise the result.

Effect: This makes the children anxious. Also, they will refuse to 
take on any responsibility and will do a lot of things to court 
sympathy.

(F) Too Discipline 

Characteristic: These parents usually give discipline as teaching or training 
and even make use of their children to reduce their stress.

Effect: This interferes with the relationship between parents and chil-
dren. Children will usually want to leave home earlier and 
may sometimes become violent.

(G) Overlooking their children

Characteristic: These parents seldom have time to communicate with their 
children. The main reasons for the problem are usually lack of 
time, bad habit, too many children, favoritism and lack of inter-
est.

Effect: This makes their children use different methods to gain atten-
tion from parents or others. Their relationships with others are 
usually not strong.

(H) Turning Down Children 

(I) Harmful Sex Stimulus 

Characteristic: These parents usually refuse to build a relationship between 
them and their children.

Effect: Children usually become isolated, helpless, full of hatred and 
self-denial, lacking in self-confidence and easily annoyed.

Characteristic: Parents introduce sex to their children when they are too young. 
The children lack correct sex knowledge.

Effect: This makes children think sex is dirty or a crime. They may even 
develop bisexuality( )



Poor relationship

No Confidence

Nowadays, many parents 
want to make a perfect plan 
for their children’s future. They 
provide a high standard of liv-

ing and environment for their 
children. Children only need to 
focus on their studies. 

Moreover, Kong Kids may 
have poor relationships with 
others because they do not 
know how to communicate 
with people. Lots of kids in 
Hong Kong are the only child 
in their family. And in this in-
ternational city, their parents 
are always very busy and do 
not have time to talk with 

them. So they feel lonely and 
it affects their emotional and 
psychological development. 
As a result, they may easily 
have emotional problems.

Effect on Hong Kong children (Kong Kids) 
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Because of this, children have 
no confidence and lack the  
ability to look after them-
selves. Parents do most 
things for their children. Chil-
dren can not take care of 
themselves because (they 
think) they do not need to do 
it. Some of the children in 
Hong Kong do not know how 
to wash the dishes or even 
put on their school uniforms 
and clothes. They have a 

maid (sometimes more than 
one maid) to "help" them do 
those petty things. 

In the life of Kong Kids, they 
do not need to face any 
problems or difficulties. Their 
parents solve all their prob-
lems and adversities. That's 
why their children do not 
know how to solve problems 
and can not overcome the 
adversities by themselves. 

They may drop out of school 
and in the future, they may 
change job 
frequently. It is 
because they 
are evading their 
problems and 
responsibilities. 
Consequently, it 
is reducing the 
competitiveness
of Hong Kong. 

Conclusion

Kong Kids problem really
affects the growth of the
children in every aspect. We 
need to try our best to prevent 
this problem becoming more 

serious. Otherwise Hong Kong 
will become a selfish uncom-
municative society and this 
would be terrible.



Solution for the problem of Kong Kids
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 First, parents should not 
be too protective. Normally, 
people treat parents as the 
ones who have the largest re-
sponsibility for the develop-
ment of children, since par-
ents are the major ones that 
children rely on. However, if 
parents are too protective, 

children will never know how 
to face problems. So, parents 
should let their kids try and 
just be an assistant. Maybe 
they will get hurt or fail but 
once they learn how to face 
these problems, they will not 
get hurt or fail again. 

A. PARENTS

Also, parents should teach 
their kids to be independent 
as parents cannot take care of 
their kids forever. Physically, 
parents should teach their kids 
how to be independent. For 
example, eating and maintain-
ing their own tidiness like 
bathing and dressing should 
be the basics. Other living 
skills like cooking and mak-

ing decisions should be taught 
once the kids are mature 
enough. Mentally, parents 
should let their kids know that 
they will not always be a 
child and that they will need 
to grow up and that their par-
ents will die one day. Hence, 
kids will understand that they 
have to be independent. 

b. KIDS

 Kids should learn how to 
distinguish right from wrong. 
Although it is quite difficult 
for a kid, they can actually 
learn from critical thinking 
about their daily lives. After 
that, they will not follow 
every word blindly. If they 
find some problems with the 
directions from their parents, 

they ought to discuss this with 
their parents. Maybe their 
parents will get angry because 
they feel that the kids are dis-
respecting their advice but if 
kids explain sincerely, it will 
make their parents consider 
whether their advice is right 
or wrong.

Moreover, kids must un-
derstand that their parents are 
neither their employees nor 
servants. It is not a duty that 
their parents should give them 
money or do what they want. 
They should know that their 

parents look after them un-
conditionally just because of 
love. So, how can they con-
tinue being hardhearted and 
abuse the love from their par-
ents? 



Nowadays, Hong Kong 
children share common char-
acteristics. These children al-
ways depend on their parents 
in their daily lives. Moreover, 

they cannot solve problems by 
themselves and most of them 
are self-centered. As a result, 
they cannot live independ-
ently.

Comments on Kong Kids

The society should give support 
to the parents. People should pay 
more attention to the problem of 
Kong Kids rather than always 
criticizing them. They should be 
willing to provide more resources 
to help solve this problem like 

inviting educational experts to 
share their expertise with kids 
and parents. Therefore parents 
will not need to bear the entire 
problem alone and will learn the 
right way to instruct their kids. 

C. SOCIETY
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Furthermore, because kids are the 
future of our society, everyone 
has the responsibility to be a good 
role model for kids. As long as 

everyone does their best, kids will 
know what is proper to do and 
will never become Kong Kids. 

According to a recent 
news article, a primary school stu-
dent scolded his parents in a shop-
ping mall in Tai Po. This unrea-
sonable behaviour occurred be-
cause the parents wanted to go to 
Yum Cha with their son that day. 
However, their son did not want 
to go. Consequently, the child 
yelled at his parents loudly and 
impolitely. 
 In my opinion, the child’s 
behaviour was inexcusable since 
parents are older. Therefore we 
must respect them as they are our 
elders. Furthermore, according to 
Confucianism, which is a very 
important Chinese ideology, every 
child must respect their parents 
even if the parents do something 
wrong. We should never be rude 
to them. 

 Despite the wrong attitude 
of the boy, the parents should 
also take some responsibility. 
Nowadays, many parents love 
their children a lot so they give 
them whatever they want. As a 
result, these children become 
very self-centered and want eve-
ryone to fulfill their wishes. Let’s 
take the above mentioned inci-
dent as an example. Because the 
parents spoiled their child, he be-
rated his parents since they did 
something he did not like.  
 Spoiling of children by 
parents, grandparents and even 
domestic helpers may finally lead 
to very serious consequences 
such as children not being able to 
live independently. Nowadays, 
many parents help their children 
organise most of their daily 

events. Consequently, the chil-
dren do not know how to organ-
ise themselves and do not even 
know how to solve any problems 
in their daily lives. This will have 
a very serious result when they 
encounter serious problems. 
 All in all, the behaviour of 
children in Hong Kong tells us that 
children nowadays are much 
weaker and more dependent than 
before. If this phenomenon cannot 
be changed, Hong Kong’s future 
may finally be affected seriously. 
As Kong Kids are the future of 
Hong Kong, what they are like is 
what Hong Kong is like. There-
fore, we should teach them to be 
good in order to help Hong Kong 
continue to have a good develop-
ment. 



Game Area

Book Recommendation 
 
 If you want to find out more about this issue, I 

would recommend you to have a look at the book listed 

below. 

 1.  Kong Kids  ‹‹

 

To be a Kong Kid 
or not?? It is your 
decision.

A

Fill in the corresponding types of parents into the boxes provided with the appropriate picture.

D F

B C

E

Game Area Solution 
 
A. Idealism    
B. Too Apprehensive 
C. Too Discipline 
D. Helicopter Parent  
E. Overlooking their children 
F. Dotage 
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