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6A Dorothy Ip

Interview with the Principal ¢, cricoree

There are no short cuts when learning Englishl!

PC:

PC:

PC:

PC:

PC:

PC:

PC:

PC: Principle Chu D: Dorothy E: Erika
Good afternoon Principle Chu. Shall we start the interview now?
Sure. Why not?
Today's interview is about English. The first question is "Do you
like using English? Why?"

Yes, I like to use English a lot because it is an international lan-
guage. I think because we live in Hong Kong, we have a lot of oppor- §
tunities to meet foreigners, so we need to use English.

Do you think English is important to us? And why?

I think even though you may say I just finished Form 6 so T will
never go on o study any more, I think if you want to live in Hong
Kong, English is important. I would like to give an example: if you
travel to a foreign place or another country like England or the
USA, you need to speak English. If you can't speak English, if you
can't write or can't read that will be a problem when you travel to
some other countries because English is an international language
as I mentioned before, so I think English is important.

What do you think the first step o learning English should be?

In my experience, I think to learn English you have to love it. You have to like to read Eng-
lish so I think you have to love to use English. That is important. Consequently, it makes it easier
to learn English. Try not to hate English. Try to love it, like if you have a good relationship with
English. Speak more, read more and use more. It will be easier for you to learn more.

And how about the difficulties?

If you have difficulties in reading English, first you have to carry a note book with you. Just
write down the vocabulary that you don't know. And then, try to learn ten words per day. After
that, take out your dictionary; find out the meaning of these words and their part of speech.
Maybe it is a verb, maybe it is a noun, and maybe it is an adjective. And then try to make a sen-
tence. Every day you pick up 10 words, every day you make 10 sentences, and then you know in a
year, you have 365 days. If you accumulate ten words per day that means in a year you will have
learned 3650 new words. I think this was a challenge for me. I tried to tackle it. I found the
interest and at that time my English improved a lot.

Do you have a grammar problem?

Maybe when I was still your age, I had this problem. Right now; I think maybe I can overcome it,
so I don't think this is a problem for me.

How do you deal with the grammar problem because I know most students have this problem?

Maybe I still have this grammar problem, I don’ t know. But I think when I was young like you in
Form 5 or Form 6, I studied very hard at past tense, present tense and past perfect tense... I
learnt a lot, I read a lot and I did a lot of grammar exercises. This is the golden rule to im-
prove your English grammar. There are no short cuts!

P. 24




: So that means practice makes perfect!

PC:  Exactly!

Can you suggest some ways for our students to improve their English?

PC:  Pick one newspaper or pick one area that you love to read. For example, if you love sports a lot,
every day read one article in the South China Morning Post that is about sport; if you like to
play volleyball; every day read this part of sport. Try fo understand and try fo memorize some
vocab that you don't know. Every day read one article and also every week try to use some vocab
that you don't know. Try to make use of this vocab to write a short passage that deals with
these kinds of words and after you finished your writing just hand it in to your English teacher.
I am sure she will help you to correct it and give you some advices. Maybe your passage is only
100 words or even 50 words, it is fine! If you make it as a habit, I think this is useful for you to
improve your English! Read a part of the newspaper that you love.

; Do you have some words of encouragement for students who are not good at English?

PC:  First of all, love English! This is important. No matter whether you hate it or not, English is im-
portant! Try to love English and show more confidence in using English! One more ‘rhmg is

‘practice makes perfect’, there is no short cut! But I think all
the students in L.C.C have their own ability to use English, but | '
they don't have confidence, they are so shy and so scared!
Yes, especially in speaking!

Thank you Principal Chu for coming to our chat today!

PC:  So nice to meet you.

SAY THE PASSWORD 6D Eva Chow

On Wednesday mornings, students are given a password which they have to repeat to their teacher. The
password is an idiom. What is an idiom? An idiom is a phrase that says one thing but means something
else. For example:

IDIOM Example Meaning
A piece of cake English is a piece of cake. Something that is very
easy.
Raining cats and dogs Today is a red rain day. It's raining cats and When the rain is very
dogs. heavy.

Here are some more idioms. Can you guess what they mean?

IDIOM Example Meaning
Over the moon I’'m over the moon because | saw my favorite
idol.
Pain in the neck Doing homework is a pain in the neck.
Break a leg Tomorrow | have Speech Festival competition
so my teacher told me to break a leg
Turn over a new leaf In 2012, | didn’t study very hard but in 2013,
I’'m going to turn over a new leaf and study
hard.
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1. What goes up but never comes down? .
%  Answer: age &%ﬁ"{
2. It is made in China, but it is not made of China, it is made of paper. It gives %
. .. vyoulight. What is it?
’é@; Answer: a lantern
3. What is yours, but people often use it?
% Answer: your hame
4. Which people have two hearts?

. i Answer: pregnhant women : =, 6
E_‘?;,‘ 5. When you look at it with your left eye, you see it on the right. When you look
at it with your right eye, it is on the left. What is it? ¢
$ Answer your nose SA
6. What is black before use, white after use, but when wet is of no use? .
- Answer: charcoal =, G
o 7. Every summer, it will grow tall in stature. But in the winter, it will have a
% short squt{re. What is n‘?. &3'4’:1
Answer: it is the mercury in a thermometer '%
a& F.5B Jonathan Cheung =,
N 2
p/
A The Doy and Dow'ty of Healthy Study it
R
This health study is about good habits for study. If students have healthy study, %
ol they will have good academic results. So | will tell you ‘the Dos and Don’ts for N
57" Healthy Study’ =
> First, what should you do to achieve Healthy Study? You should make a time-
| table, form a study group, sleep enough and have a good method for study. When &aﬁ’}‘
L] you make a timetable, you will use your time properly so you will not waste your ATA
time. If you form a study group, you can study and encourage each other. But if you :
. ... donot have good study habits, you will not be successful. You should sleep enough = G
+4,°  and use the right study method. A good method is SQ3R. What is SQ3R? SQ3R b
> means Survey, Question, Read, Recite and Review. It is a good method for study. |
§ use this method all the time. &QE’;(
Next, what should you not do if you want healthy study? You should not over >
use the Internet and you should not go to bed late. Why shouldn’t you over use the ,
.. ++. Internet? If you use the Internet too much, you will not have enough time to revise e G
azg} and study. So to achieve healthy study, you must limit your time on the Internet. If b
you revise until late at night, you will not have enough time to sleep. So you must
§  make a timetable if you want to have healthy study. Some people say “Work hard, waey
Play hard”. It means when you do anything, you should have a serious attitude. The '/
attitude is to concentrate and work hard. However, if you do not have enough time to
~ wi..  sleep, you will not be able to concentrate in the lesson. = b
’é@g" To sum up, If you want to have healthy study, you need a timetable, you need 12

to create a study group, to sleep enough and to use a good method of study Yol T

st limit youruse of the Ipie et so tha 0 not wa
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2A Chui Mei Ling,
2A Chui Man Hel

Year of the Snake

A snake is a climbing reptile. It is long, has no feet and eats meat. The snake is one
of the 12 animals symbolic in Chinese as clever and sensible. It moves quickly.

Snake year's fortune in 2013

Snake people will become easily stressed and have to avoid busy schedules and
noisy places. They need calm and quiet to thrive and succeed in their work. They
usually pay a lot of attention to their choices. They do not follow others’ views.

The story of the snake of the 12 animals symbolic in Chinese

One day, the Lord of Heaven told the God of Earth: "I feel that the way we
calculate the year is really uncomfortable, so I think 1’1l hold a competition to cross
the river among the animals. The first animals to arrive at the finish line will make
up the new 12 year calendar". When the God of Earth heard that, he gathered all
the animals and published the news.

On the day of the competition, the little rat knew the ox couldn’t see very well
so didn’t know where north, south, east and west were. As the rat couldn’t swim, he
suggested that the ox help him to cross the river and, in return, he would be a guide
for the ox.

The competition started and so the rat rode on the ox. When the ox arrived at
the end point, the rat jumped off the ox at the shore and ran happily towards the
finish line, noticing the others still weren’t there.

The ox ran and arrived second. Next was the tiger. The little rabbit quickly
followed and the dragon came from within the clouds. As the horse arrived at the
finish line, a snake suddenly appeared from the grass, making the horse and the
sheep jump in horror. The monkey, the chicken, and the dog quickly ran to the
finish line. The competition was about to end.

The Lord of Heaven said: “These animals are the 11. Who’s going to be the
last one?”” At that moment, a very fat pig came running in and announced: “I’m
starving!”

From that day forward, the 12 animals in the Chinese zodiac are the rat, ox,
tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, chicken, dog and pig.
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