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YASUO—LIFE OF PI

I would like to introduce a book called Life of Pi. It
was written by Yann Martel. It is an exciting and
miraculous story about an Indian teenager called
Pi. He got into a lot of trouble during his travels to
Canada with his family when something amazing
but terrible happened to them.

One day, Pi and his parents planned to sell all of
their animals to Canada. Those animals included a
tiger called Parker, a hyena, a zebra, and an
orangutan. Most of them ate meat. The next day,
they set off to Canada on a cargo ship. After a few
days, there was a huge rainstorm in the sea. Their
ship sank. Pi’s parents fell into the sea while Pi
fainted. When Pi woke up, the only things he could
see were the animals travelling with him. They
were on a raft.

Suddenly, the hyena bit the zebra and the orangu-
tan to death. Pi was frightened. He escaped the raft
and held on to an empty plastic bucket in the sea.
Parker woke up and ate the hyena. After many at-
tempts, Pi managed to tame him. Finally, Pi and
Parker stayed together and were rescued.

I love this story because the plot is so clever. I espe-
cially enjoyed the daily life of Pi and Parker. Pi
knew that Parker would feel dizzy if the boat shook.
When there was no food on the boat, Parker want-
ed to eat Pi. Every time Parker tried to eat him, Pi
rocked the boat to stop him. Pi found food and wa-
ter for him, so he never ate Pi.

I learned something meaningful in this story. In
society, if we are too kind, like the zebra, the
orangutan, and the hyena, some people will take
advantage of us. They may even bully us. All of
those animals died because they were not brave or
strong enough to fight against Parker. However, if
we are strong and brave but too impulsive, like Par-
ker, our weaknesses may be exposed. Then, other
people may use our weaknesses to control us. How-
ever, if we are level-headed, we can analyse each
situation and deal with the difficulties easily. Just
like Pi, he noticed Parker’s weakness, which was
seasickness, so he could control Parker. Therefore,
we must try to be like Pi and be level-headed.

I think the message conveyed in Life of Pi is deep.

That’s why I recommend this book to all of you.

MARCO—TREASURE ISLAND

I would like to share a book called ‘Treasure Island’. It is an adventure written by Robert Louis Steven-
son. The story is about Jim Hawkins’ quest to find treasure. Jim was 17 years old. His father owned an
inn. One day, an old seaman went to the inn and died suddenly. Billy, a drunk man, told Jim about the
contents in the seaman’s chest. Jim unlocked the chest and found a map. He showed it to Dr. Livesey,
who guessed that the map was an island. They bought a ship and went to find the treasure with
Trelawney and other seamen. Trelawney also invited Silver to travel with them. After some time, Jim
heard that Silver and most of the other seamen were pirates and planned to betray Livesey. When they
arrived on the island, one of the crew members was killed by Silver because he refused to help him.
Then Silver and the other crew members showed their true colours. After many battles with Livesey
and Trelawney, Silver escaped. Finally, Jim and Livesey found the treasure and shared it.

I like this book because the plot is exciting and the ending is unexpected. Also, I have learnt so much
from the characters. My favourite character is Jim Hawkins. I really admire his courage. In the story,
he was just a 17-year-old boy, but he chose to go on a dangerous journey without any experience. It
was so hard. If I were him, I would rather give up the treasure. Jim’s acts showed his bravery and
strong character, which are very inspiring. As he did all that at such a young age, I am very impressed
by him and want to be like him. From his experience, I have learnt that I can do great things though
I'm still young. I know that whenever we face difficulties, as long as we persevere, we can overcome
them. In short, our willpower is vital for success.

I dislike Silver because he betrayed Livesey and killed those who refused to help him. His acts were
evil. If he hadn’t existed, no one would have been killed. The ending of this story is very different from
that of traditional endings. Usually villains are punished in the end. But Silver, who did many wicked
things, got away with his crimes. It was very unfair although the moral characters could finally get the
treasure that they deserved. This is what often happens in real life. Bad people are not always pun-
ished. Just like in school, some students bully the weak and timid, but they don’t get serious punish-
ment. They just get a mild telling off by the teachers. It is not fair, but life is not always fair. However, I
still believe in justice, so I will still stand firm in my beliefs.
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“I do believe my
life has no limits!
| want you to
feel the same
way about your
life, no matter
what your chal-
lenges may be.
As we begin our
journey togeth-
er, please take
a moment to
think about any
limitations
you've placed
on your life or
that you've al-
lowed others to
place on it. Now
think about
what it would
be like to be
free of those
limitations. What
would your life
be if anything
were possible?g”

WINNIE—LIFE WITHOUT LIMITS

I would like to share a book called
"Life Without Limits" written by
Nick Vujicic.

Have you ever had a problem that
has made you so desperate that it
feels like youre doomed? If you
have, you’ll be impressed by Nick’s
positive and inspiring life attitude.
Nick is an Australian Christian
evangelist and motivational speak-
er born without arms and legs.

When he was a child, he was bullied
by his classmates because of his dis-
ability. He suffered difficult emo-
tional battles as a child, a teen and a
young adult. Can you imagine how
challenging it was for him? He over-
came the darkest hour of his earlier
life and then his faith brought him
light and purpose. In his book, he
shares how faith has changed him
and supported him in every chal-
lenge. He finally found his purpose,
to inspire and help people who are
suffering from their difficulties to
live a more peaceful and fulfilling
life. Nick has inspired many people
from around the world. He has
proved to the world that nothing is
impossible and there are no limita-
tions that can stop us from becom-
ing better people.

Nick’s book has inspired me a lot. I
have learnt to keep going no matter
how hard life is. As a F.5 student,
who will sit the DSE exam next year,
I often doubt if I have the ability and
perseverance to go that far. I often
ask myself questions like ‘Am I ca-
pable of finishing my high school
study?’, ‘No matter how hard I try, I
still cannot get a satisfactory result.
Should I give up now?’. However,
after I read Nick’s story, I realised
how fortunate I am. If Nick can do
it, I can do it too!

Besides working hard for my study, I
started to help others. Whenever I
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am free, I do voluntary work and I
find it really rewarding because the
help is mutual. I remember when I
visited an elderly person in a hospi-
tal where I volunteered, we had a
long chat. The nice old patient had
been in hospital for a long time be-
cause he was suffering from serious
a illness. When we first met, he
looked so desperate and depressed.
There was no hope in his eyes. He
told me that he was so afraid of dy-
ing. He shared a lot of things about
his life with me, both good and bad.
He became so emotional that he
cried because the more wonderful
things he remembered, the more
worried he was.

Then, I told him the book about
Nick and shared some of my favour-
ite quotes with him. I tried to help
him have hope again. Since then,
whenever I visit him, I talk to him
and cheer him up with jokes and
funny things which have happened
at school. T can see hope in his eyes
now and luckily, he’s getting better.
I cannot explain how moved I was
when I realised that T had helped
him overcome his despair.

Nick’s book doesn’t just inspire me
to live a better life, but it also in-
spires me to help people. I highly
recommend this book as it is truly
inspiring. To conclude, I would like
to share with you my favourite
words from Nick:

“T do believe my life has no limits! I
want you to feel the same way
about your life, no matter what
your challenges may be. As we
begin our journey together, please
take a moment to think about any
limitations you've placed on your
life or that you've allowed others to
place on it. Now think about what it
would be like to be free of those lim-
itations. What would your life be
if anything were possible?”



\

} sr 5o
d how to adapt|td/it’ -
t 0 mice, Sniff ana Scurry, and two Ilttle hury

is, H N Jaw. The
Aeheese. Ini ially, the
Station C, an area

story |§ ab
founlllve i :

begn rojg 1op @ ;eut,lne life, not aware of the | changes in .
ff and $duwj|nd out that the: cheese in Cheese c‘> Chasru

movedﬂ

ch egex

eﬁﬁ‘startt

"Che se but’ ngm're SE5, et \\", >
Hayy eventually leay s to Ibod for cheesJe, Affer tre King™ 51
Wy WERE A

mq vgord pnto the/wall to help himfind his way,

‘\ efnpty“ebféeésﬁe station. Realizing that
ate it all, he takes
Hem still refuses to go Wlth Haw to search for cheese Haw leaves again, continuing hIS
search. He eventually finds Cheese Station N, which is bigger than Cheese Station C,
and discovers that Sniff and Scurry found it earlier. The three now enjoy the cheese and
also monitor the changes and look for cheese in case Cheese Station N runs out too.
Reflecting on what he has learned on his way, Haw hopes that Hem will join him. A sud-
den movement in the maze seems to answer his prayers, and the story ends with an

open ending.

| found this book to be very interesting. The way the four characters act when the
cheese runs out reflects how people react to change. Anyone who wants to adapt to
change can learn from this story. Sniff and Scurry are symbolic of those who know what
to do if change happens. Sniff sniffs out the changes and monitors them, whilst Scurry
scurries to find new chances. These two qualities are the ones that all successful adap-
tors to change have: The ability to see changes and the ability to act when necessary.
There is nothing more devastating than not being able to adapt to a situation. Hem rep-
resents that fact. He refuses to accept the fact that the cheese is gone and isn’'t coming
back, and thus he misses out on the cheese at Cheese Station N.

Haw is the one that the reader can relate to most, as we often find ourselves in his
shoes when facing change; first we are shocked, then we find solutions and finally we
find a way out and learn from our mistakes. It’s inspirational and has been one of my
favourites for a long time. | cannot emphasise how much | recommend this book to eve-
ryone who wishes to be adaptable.
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EDEN—FOCUS : THE HIDDEN DRIVER OF
EXCELLENCE

I would like to share a book called “Focus: The Hidden Driver of Excel-
lence” written by Daniel Goleman.

Why is focus so important in our daily lives? Goleman may be able to
answer this question. “The more our focus gets disrupted, the worse
we do,” he states in his book.

Goleman is a psychologist, a science journalist and the author of
“Emotional Intelligence”, which was published in 1995. He discusses
how focus is important in making us successful regardless of our IQ or
social background. He uses cases and personal experiences to explain
how focus affects us in every aspect of life. He explores focus in terms
of concentration, attention and awareness. He uses examples like how
a doctor focuses on medical procedures by controlling his emotions
and how a gamer focuses on challenges in a game. His concept and
techniques of focus can be used in all walks of life, business, education,
sports and even personal life.

You may have noticed that focus and attention are what many of us
lack nowadays as in this modern world, there are so many distractions
that deter us from focusing on tasks that need focus. I'm sure you have
experienced the following situation: When you are studying for a test,
a WhatsApp message comes and you can’t stop yourself from reading
and replying to the message. Distractions like smart phones lead to us
dividing our attention in daily life, so we have to double our focus. For
me, I try to know my distractions and avoid them. Although it is hard,
I'm seeing progress.

I believe that we, as modern students, can live a better school life and
do well in our studies if we learn how to focus ourselves by applying
Goleman’s concept of focus. His book is inspiring for us because we
have to learn to resist the temptations and distractions. It sounds easy,
but it’s not. We have to activate our executive attention to thrive in our
daily tasks, just like what Goleman says “Executive attention holds the
key to self-management” which means we must hold strong to our
opinions so that we can control ourselves and focus on one thing.
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Many people see reading books as boring,
even though we should read because it
helps improve our English. Some people
want to improve their English, so they do
so by choosing a book to read. They do not
know how to choose a suitable book, how-
ever, so they get bored by the book. There-
fore, I am going to tell you a few steps you
can take to choose a good book that you
will enjoy reading.

Step 1: Choose a book about your favourite
theme. Choosing something you like is im-
portant, otherwise it may be very boring to
you and you will not be able to finish the
book. Choose books from your favourite
genre. Do you like fantasy, sci-fi or adven-
ture stories? Or do you prefer non-fiction
books?

Step 2: See if the book is deep in meaning
or if it is simple in meaning. Both deep
and simple books have their good.points
and their bad points. A simple book needs
less effort to read and can be quite enjoya-
ble, but it does not offer a good lesson. A
deep book can be hard to understand, but
the lessons it offers can be invaluable to
you. I suggest that you get a few deep
books and a few simple books, so that you
can read a simple book when you are tired
and read a deep book if you want to chal-
lenge yourself and gain more out of read-
ing. That way, you can read whenever you
want!
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Step 3: Go to the library to borrow a book
or go to a shop to buy one. You might
think that books are expensive and don’t
want to spend money on them. In that
case, you can borrow one you want to
read from the library instead. It’s easy
enough and doesn’t require you to pay, so
you can read whichever books you like
without having to pay for them. If you re-
ally want to read a book again and again,
however, then I suggest you go and buy it.

Step 4: Start reading. Just buying and
borrowing books won’t improve your
English, but reading definitely will. You
may find that reading can be hard, but
once you get started, you will find that it
becomes easier with practice.

Finally, and this is not a step, read for the
fun and enjoyment of it. If you want to
make sure you understand everything
you read then, by all means, use a dic-
tionary to help you with unfamiliar vo-
cabulary. However, remember that you
do not have to understand every word.
Reading does not always have to be a test
of your understanding. If you think of
reading as a hobby which is enjoyable
and relaxing, I'm sure you will find it
even more pleasurable.

Let’s all enjoy the fun of reading together!
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